
for about one year, and he was always drunk. The repu-
tation of other doctors was so great that I was flooded
with " wonderful bad backs " of twenty years' standing,
and anything, in fact, that was incurable, including
congenital idiocy. They either wanted to try me out or
thought I could charm sickness away.

The people are infinitely shy. They are so afraid of their
own voices that if they slink into your " surgery," as
the doctor's office is called here, and say, " Doctor, I've a
wonderful bad 'ead," they think their part is done and
it is with many, many questions that you get anything
more out of them.

The only descriptive adjective in a Newfoundlander's
vocabulary is " wonderful." It is equally suitable to all
things, good or bad, from fine weather to bleeding piles.

In answer to any question as to the time of occurrence
of a pain or ache, it is invariably either " all the time "

or at " scattered times."
There is a great deal of tuberculosis. Finally I persuaded

one man to bunk outdoors with only a piece of canvass
over him. The gospel of fresh air is very hard to preach
to this Methodist generation, whose boast, however, in
the pulpit, as we heard it, was

"
we are open to conviction

but we'd like to see any one who can convince us that our
belief and ideas are false." One of their favorite hymns
runs:

" We sink to perfection's heights
The depth of perfect love."

I have had only two cases in obstetrics. Childbirth
is generally practiced as among primitive men and women
or under the supervision of midwives or neighbors. One
of the latter, a rather new hand at it, in recounting an

adventure, said, " Everything was lovely, see, till the
baby came, to the shoals, then she jammed. I didn't
know what to do, but finally reached up and grabbed an
arm and out she came."

Pediatrics is not a specialty here. Babies are carefully
hidden from view by layer upon layer of swaddling clothes.
It's hard to find them, and when you've got them it is
still harder to feed them artificially. The local method
of artifical substitute feeding is with " chewed food,"
by which is meant that the mother, or nearest relative,
chews food and later transfers it to the baby. Not mother's
milk, but mother's " cud."

One day a man came to me and said, " I've got a wonder-
ful stomach." It turned out that he chewed tobacco,
though toothless; ate five to six meals a day in five or six
minutes each, drinking two or three cups of boiled tea at
each meal, and his bowels moved at " scattered times."
I entirely agreed with him in his diagnosis of a

" wonderful
stomach."

Constipation seems to be the national disease, as spitting
is the national pastime. People spit everywhere, all over
their houses and carpets, and the other day a man spit
into his own hand in order to extinguish a match he lit
next to his engine on a motor boat. The sea was three
feet from him.

Chronic constipation here is incurable. It results from
a combination of circumstances

—

absence of teeth,
boiled tea as a constant beverage to the exclusion of all
else, and an iron pyrites mine which saturates the drinking
water with iron. The result is that even that well-regulated
animal, the cow, is costive.

I won't tell you any more for fear of boring you
—

clinical
experience is abundant. There is a great field for all
sorts of work. We are having a

" wonderful " time, but
will come back to civilization soon enough.

There is excellent trout and salmon fishing, and it is a
beautiful country to cruise in, literally thousands of
beautiful harbors and islands. Icebergs always a delight
to the eye if you go a short way out to meet them.

"X."

TYPHOID FEVER AT WRENTHAM.
A Correction.

Boston, Aug. 15, 1911.
Mr. Editor: It is stated in the Journal for the 27th

ult. that several cases of typhoid fever have recently
occurred at the Wrentham State School for Feeble-Minded.

 This is a mistake, as there is no typhoid there, nor has
there been any of any consequence during the five yearsof the school's existence.

Should this disease appear in the school, the superin-
tendent has standing orders immediately to resort to the
use of vaccine treatment of all inmates who may be
exposed, as well as of all who may be attacked, if it can
be given during the first week of illness. Later than that
the agent seems to be of little benefit.

Verv truly vours.
George W. Gay, M.D.,

Trustee.

RECORD OF MORTALITY
For the Week ending Saturday, Aug. 5, 1911.
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RECENT DEATHS.
Dr. Georges Dieclafoy, who died on Aug. 16 in Paris,

was born at Toulouse in 1839. He was a member of the faculty
of medicine of the French Institute, a member of the French
Academy, and a commander of the Legion of Honor.

Dr. E. Grawitz. who died on July 11 at Charlottenburg,
Germany, was born in 1860. He was director of the department
of internal medicine in the municipal hospital at Cbarlotten-
burg, and was best known for his work on diseases of the
blood.

Dr. Herman P. Bender, a well-known physician of the
Williamsburgh district of Brooklyn, N. Y., was instantly killed
early on the morning of Aug. 15, by a speeding automobile,
which struck him as he was alighting from a trolley car after
milking an emergency call. The reckless chauffeur, who with
a party of drunken companions was taking a "joy ride," with-
out the permission of the owner of tbe machine, never paused
an instant, but, fortunately, the police, by a remarkably clever
piece of detective work, succeeded in locating and arresting the
man in the course of a few hours. Dr. Bender, who was a
native of Germany, was graduated at Freiburg in 1879. He
practiced in Brooklyn for many years, and had been an attend-
ing physician to the Bushwick Hospital.

Dr. Charles Voorhees Butler, of New Brunswick,
N. J.. died suddenly in Paris on Aug. 15. He was attendingphysician to the John Wells Memorial Hospital, St. Peter's
General Hospital. St. Mary's Orphan Asylum, and the New
Brunswick Day Nursery. Dr. Butler wasgraduated from the
medical department of New York University in 1893.
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